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The Chocolate Lilies, Arthropodium strictum, are just emerging as this issue of Whirrakee is 
coming together. The University bushland always has a marvellous display of these and I can 
never go past them without smelling the flowers. They remind me more of vanilla than 
chocolate, but perhaps it is too hard to say ‘Vanilla Lily’. Our local Thelymitra antennifera, 
Rabbits Ears, is also called the Vanilla Orchid. Does it smell of Vanilla? The Vanilla pod used 
in baking comes form an orchid, although not Australian. The closest we have is a climbing 
rainforest orchid, Pseudovanilla foliata. It has a slender pod which is more than 20 cm long 
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Editors’ Note 

Last month we held a very short Annual Meeting. One reason for the shortness was that not many 
volunteers competed for the vacant positions and most committee members and office bearers agreed 
to stay in the job for another year. The second reason was that half the office bearers were either out 
of the country or in the country but a long way away. As a result only the financial report was read 
and this is reproduced here together with the report from the Mammal Study Group. I expect the 
secretary’s/president’s report to be printed in the next issue of Whirrakee. 

As usual, membership fees were due by the Annual General Meeting last month. 
(Just because somebody forgot to put a note in the Whirrakee doesn’t mean you don’t have to pay) 
Please pay promptly, otherwise...you know what will happen! 

The Annual Wildflower Show was once again fantastic. When I went, the room was full of 
fragrance and colour and there were friendly people everywhere! Thank you to all who were 
involved. The outside advertisements were huge and obvious. I bet many people just walked in off 
the street. There was also an interesting display on environmental weeds, I picked up some very 
useful leaflets which will be reprinted in Whirrakee over the next few months. 
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An Introduction to Epiphytic Orchids 
Author: Tom Patullo 


I have titled this article ‘an Introduction’ for as 
far as Whirrakee is concerned, in my memory, 
we have never published an article on the 
Australian native epiphytic orchids. 


I wish to say right here that I am not an expert 
on these orchids and make no claim to be so, but 
I have gleaned some knowledge from the fact 
that I have grown and flowered a few, and so 
can pass on this experience to enable others who 
may be inclined to do the same. 


So what is an epiphytic orchid? 

The following description is taken from an 
article in a publication ‘The Cultivation of 
Australian Orchids’ produced by “The Australian 
Native Orchid Society’: An epiphyte is a plant 
which grows on another plant (tree or shrub) 
commonly termed a host. Epiphytic orchids 
depend on their hosts for support with their 
roots ramifying over the surface of the bark and 
into its crevices where litter (their food) may 
collect. The orchid’s roots gather water and 
food while growing over the bark, but do not 
enter the host’s living tissues, and hence they 
are not parasites. Some species of epiphytic 
orchids grow on rocks, boulders and cliff faces. 
These rock dwellers are called Lithophytes. 


Dendrobium cucumerinum 


Bulbophyllum weinthalii 


2 cm 


A grower once said to me “These little orchids 
are tough little critters” as he brandished a huge 
knife and proceeded to cleave an orchid in two, 
“treat “em rough and they love it”. 

From the above quotation one would conclude 
that these orchids are easy to grow and so I have 
found them to be, but on the other hand, I have 
found them to respond well to kind treatment. 
Treat them well and you will be rewarded. 


The Australian epiphytic orchids are endemic to 
the North-Eastern, Eastern and South-Eastern 
forests of the mainland, with a few minor 
exceptions. The population dwindles in a 
western and southern direction. The flora is 
well represented in New Guinea and adjacent 
Islands. 

Being natives I think they would be protected by 
law, however they grows in the forests where 
timber milling is carried out and I guess plant 
supplies are collected when the tall trees are 
felled. However there are many epiphytes in 
cultivation both pure species and manipulated 
hybrids, which brings me to the subject of 
growing and cultivating. 


The mere fact of there being many cultivars 
about proves that they can be grown from seed 
by the expert, thus allowing cross fertilisation. 


The division of pot-bound plants, I guess would 
be the most common form of propagation. This 
method is probably self-explanatory except to 
say that it is generally done after flowering and 
probably, but not necessarily done when the 
plant is pot-bound. 


I must say at this stage (and I should have said it 
earlier) that although these orchids naturally 
grow on hosts like trees or shrubs or on rocks 


etc., they have adapted themselves well to pot 
culture, so we can grow them in shade houses, 
in hanging baskets in a suitable atmosphere and 
even, as they naturally do, on trees. 


Another method of propagation which produces 
plants true to the parent is by growing the kikies; 
kikies are aerial growths which the plant 
produces and may simply be grown on to new 
young plants. When the kiki is mature, that is 
when the roots have grown and the leaves have 
hardened, it may be removed from the parent 
plant and grown on in a small pot as a new 
young plant. These kikies also grow in the 
natural state and when mature on the parent 
stage, drop off or are removed by light winds 
and grow into new plants wherever they fall or 
lodge. 


At this time, I guess we should discuss the 
potting mix for pot culture... 

Unlike the Pterostylis orchids, these orchids are 
simple in their requirements. They grow well in 
half shade, a cool shade house, or under 50% 
shade cloth, while some species which come 
from the tropics may need a hot house. 

The potting mix is simple, fine grade orchid mix 
pine bark, some people use a dash of charcoal 
and a dash of fertiliser. I use a few pellets of 
Dynamic Lifter and naturally, as they come from 
rainforests, adequate water. 


To grow them on a tree, choose a tree which has 
permanent bark, obtain a young orchid , choose 
a spot on the trunk with a crevice or the stump 
of a limb, and, using an old stocking, place the 
young orchid with a good handful of sphagnum 
moss pressed round the roots and a few pellets 
of fertiliser, bind firmly in place and water daily. 


So, the above is a simple article on epiphytic 
orchids, perhaps enough to grab your interest. 
For anyone with a serious desire to grow these 
orchids, I would advise the purchase of the 
publication below: 

“Cultivation of Australian Orchids” from the 
Secretary ANOS, Victorian Group. 

PO Box 285, Cheltenham, Vic. 3192 

Price $ 10.00 (worth every penny says Tom...) 


The line drawings are from Jones, D.L. (1988). 
Native Orchids of Australia. Reed Australia. 


Dendrobium striolatum 


Som Batulle had his Ith Birthday 


last month. 
Congratulations from ald of us! . 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some _ by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the club 


library. 
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THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST(VNFC) 
Volume 115(4) August 1998 


"A Study of the Warrandyte State Park Orchid 
Flora from 1991 to 1997" by P.Coupar and D. 
Van Bockel gives details of work done to 
develop management strategies to protect the 
declining populations of orchids on the 
suburban fringe. 


"The Discovery of Mountain Pigmy-possum .. 
on Mt. Buller, Victoria" by Dean Heinze and 
Lance Williams outlines the trapping program 
carried out after Burramys parvus remains were 
found in the area. The presence of a small 
isolated population was established. 


"Identification of Squirrel Gliders and Sugar 
Gliders in Victoria" by B.J.Traill lists and 
discusses the key diagnostic features which can 
be used to identify the two species in the field. 


kRRRKKKK SK 


PARKWATCH(VNPA) 
September 1998 


"Protecting our Victorian Heritage Rivers" by 
Andrew Picone outlines the values used by the 
Land Conservation Council in 1991 when 
considering rivers for Heritage status. This 
protection is now being threatened by recent 
changes to the Heritage Rivers Act which allow 
clearfell logging within once protected zones 
along rivers. 


"Point Nepean National Park" by Daniel 
Catrice tells the story of this previously 
inaccessible area from aboriginal times to its 
proclamation as a National Park in 1988. 


ReARRKKK 


GEO Australasia 
Volume 20 No. 4 


e Return of the Whale: reports from various 
coastal areas in Australia 

e The Iguanas of Galapagos: shaped by their 
harsh environment 

e Vietnam Searches for the Middle Path: 
balancing the ecology and the economy 

e African Horizons: the unique sights and 
experiences of Africa 


RARKAKEKK SK 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
September 1998 


e Pelagic Magic: identifying seabirds 

e Grebes: observations by a visitor to 
Australia 

e Whither the Wedgie?: survival of the 
Wedgetail Eagle without rabbits 


KeKKKKKK 


Also received recently: 


*Victorian Landcare 
Spring 1998 
*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 
September 1998 
*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 
September 1998 
*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 
September 1998 
*Field Nats News(FNCV) 
September 1998 
*Newsletter(Maryborough FNC) 
February/July 1998 
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Bird Observers Group - September Meeting 


Author: Bird Observers Group 


Brolga (2), Tang Tang Swamp, 21/8/98 


White (form) Goshawk (1), White Hills, approx. 30/7/98 


- Little 
- Musk 


Lorrikeets 


- Purple Crowned (all nesting), Strathfieldsaye, 4/9/98 
Horsefield’s Bronze-Cuckoo (1), Diamond Hill Historic Reserve, 4/9/98 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (1), Kangaroo Gully Road, 30/8/98 


Spotted Quail-thrush (1), One Tree Hill, 23/8/98 


New Holland Honeyeater (2, nesting), Golden Square, 4/9/98 
Dusky Woodswallow (2), Kangaroo Gully Creek, 28/8/98 


Editors’ Note 

The tall and slender Brolga, also called Native 
Companion, is Australia’s only true crane. It 
takes its name from an aboriginal legend telling 
of Bralgah, a young and pretty girl who was 
turned into a bird because she was always 
dancing instead of working. She kept her own 
height and slenderness and love of dancing, 
which the Brolgas have retained ever since..... 
This quote and the illustration on the right is 
taken from ‘Some Australian Birds’ published in 
April 1957 by the Bank of New South Wales 
Savings Bank Limited. 


Diamond Hill - Local Interests 
Author: Kerrie Norris 


A Regent Honeyeater was observed (2/9/98) 
taking goats hair from a fence in Muir Street, 
Kangaroo Flat. Unfortunately, it was chased 
off by a Red Wattlebird and flew in the direction 
of the Bendigo Mining site on Diamond Hill 
Historic Reserve. 


Members will remember that the BENC made a 
submission to the Environmental Effects 
Statement and representation to the Panel 
hearing, objecting to the location of the mining 
company’s portal decline which will provide 
underground access to the Deborah Reef project. 
The development in Diamond Hill Historic 
Reserve is well underway behind the bund 
(earth) wall and cyclone fence, which encloses 
20 ha of former bushland. 

To take a look, access the fence line either off 
Ham Street or Golden Gully Road. The green 
flowering Correa can also be found on the NE 
boundary of the fence. 


Other Observations 


Maurice Lewis found a white wax lip orchid, 
Glossodia major, in the Faugh - a - Ballagh 
Flora Reserve on the 23.9.98. How widespread 
is this albinism? What chances have these plants 
to be pollinated and if they do set seed, are their 
offspring albinos? 


A Visit to the Rice Fields of the 
Riverina Author: Tom Patullo 


In an area which is defined roughly by an 
imaginary triangle drawn between Griffith, 
Nerandera and Leeton in the Riverina area of 
New South Wales, there lies a vast track of a 
level country which lends itself to the cultivation 
of rice. The flatness of the country is necessary 
to hold the water in which rice is grown. 

This district has become known as the irrigation 
area of the Riverina or the Colleambally district. 


A few years ago before my driving ability 
became impaired by age and failing eyesight, we 
were able to make frequent visits to my daughter 
and son-in-law who have become experienced 
rice farmers in the district. In fact, not only did 
we visit, but I was indeed able to take part in 
various activities during the rice harvest. 
However, the years have passed, and on a 
recent visit I was only able to watch and listen. 


In recent years the water supply has become less 
as the flow in the Murrumbidgee has decreased 
due to irregular rainfall on the snowfields of the 
Snowy Mountains which is the main water 
supply of the big storage dams and the main 
water supply of the Murrumbidgee. This 
decrease in water has caused the local water 
board to restrict the supply of water to the rice 
farmers. This has resulted in a decrease of the 
average acreage of rice each one is allowed to 
plant each year. For example, each farmer is 
only allotted ninety percent of his allocation 
from last year. This, of course, means a 
decreased production. This has been happening 
for a number of years now, so the farmers, to 
maintain their income, have diversified in the 
production of different crops which do not 
require the same amount of water for growing 
and can do quite well on an occasional run of 
water. Thus the farmers can increase their yield 
of payable crops on their decreased supply of 
water as well as their decreased acreage of rice. 
Such alternative crops now grown by the 
farmers include wheat, oats, barley, corn, 
triticale (a variety of soft wheat much in demand 
for starch food), soy beans and canola both of 
which are used in the manufacture of vegetable 
oils. 

These additional crops all need a certain amount 


of irrigation but nowhere as much water as rice 
which needs to grow in water all the time. 


Since water restrictions have been imposed on 
the growers, water economising has been tried 
by a number of farmers; this involves the 
recycling of water that is drained off the rice 
crops when they are ripe. Instead of running the 
water into the drainage channel where all the 
used water eventually drains into a natural creek, 
they have build concrete dams on their land so 
that the run-off water is held until it can be 
pumped out to irrigate other crops. This 
method, although it sounds good, has to be 
applied with care as there is still a certain amount 
of residual fertiliser from the rice crops in this 
water which may not suit all crops. 

For some years now the rice farmers and 
officials of the area have warned that the area 
may well become salted like so much of the 
Victorian irrigation area. 

In consequence, many farmers, with the help of 
government grants, have adopted tree planting 
schemes on their properties. Government help 
and advice is available for anyone who wishes 
to avail themselves of this; from the few 
plantations which I was able to view, it seems 
that authorities advise on River Red Gums and a 
species of Casuarina, I think Swamp Oak. The 
Red Gums appear to do very well in the area, 
some of the trees being about 20 feet high. For 
the success of this scheme, only time will tell 


For us, who have been fed for years on the TV 
pictures of how rice is planted and harvested in 
the Philippines and other like countries, i.e. by 
planting separate plants in water and harvesting 
by cutting with a sickle, gathering by the armful 
and carrying to the thrashing floor, it is a 
revelation indeed to have a visit to the Australian 
rice fields, either during sowing, where you 
may easily see a field of rice being sown by 
aeroplane or by great 200 plus horsepower 
tractors towing giant seed combines, or during 
the harvesting, where you will see the great self- 
powered headers doing the whole job, scaping, 
threshing, winnoing and supplying the grain rice 
to a hopper with the thrash thrown out behind. 


A typical week-end at a rice growers farm: 
Saturday afternoon the whole family has gone to 
the local football game, the young men all play 


in the local side and win the match. While the 
menfolk are busy with their football, the girls 
are busily competing in their netball and 
touchball, the fixtures are so arranged as to have 
the boys and girls both competing at the same 
time on the same day so that the families all go 
to the same venue. Sunday up early to attend 8 
o’clock church. Sunday afternoon all the young 
families come home to Grandma’s for dinner. 
After dinner, all the young families sit to talk 
while the littlies amuse the old folk. Monday 
morning early, the young men are out on the big 
machines preparing the fields for the rice 
sowing. 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS 


CLUB INC. 

MAMMAL STUDY GROUP - ANNUAL 
REPORT 

Author: W.N. Holsworth, Hon. Secretary 


During the year, since August 1997, the 
Mammal Survey (Study) Group continued with 
their traditional activities. Meetings were held in 
September, October, November 1997, and 
April, May, June, August and September 1998. 


A BBQ and bat trapping was conducted on the 
usual meeting night of March 25, 1998. Several 
Club members and visitors came to help with the 
bat trapping. Trapping results were similar to 
last year with 18 bats caught, some wearing 
bands placed on them 2 to 6 years previous; 
others were unbanded adults and juveniles. No 
banding was done again this year. 


Nest boxes (tubes), hopefully suitable for 


feather-tailed gliders, in Wellsford Forest, were 
checked on 28 Sept. and 10 new tubes were 
installed. No use was being made of these tubes 
-- yet! 

Nest boxes in Spring Gully Reservoir were 
checked on 14 June 1998. Several visitors were 
present in the morning to observe the activities 


of the Group. No significant change in nest box 
use by sugar gliders and other animals was 
noted. 


A submission was made to the Environment 
Conservation Council relating to the study report 
on the Box Ironbark Investigation. Another 
submission was made to the Department of 
Infrastructure regarding the Deborah Reef 
Project- Draft Flora and Fauna Assessment by 
Biosis Research. 


The major topics of discussion at the regular 
monthly meetings were: 

September 97 - Possible research topics were 
discussed regarding powerful owls and 
possums. 

October 97 - Nest box use in the box-ironbark 
woodlands - Honours thesis by Angela Duffy 
(Complimentary copy received from Angela as 
thanks for assistance by members of the group.) 
November 97 - Discovery by Tom Rich of a 
fossil rodent that lived 100 million years ago. 
April 98 - It was decided to change the name of 
the Group to Mammal Study Group. Topic of 
discussion was the use of corridors by mammals 
in fragmented forest. (Paper by Downes et al., 
and other references) 

May 98 - Use of hollows by sugar and squirrel 
gliders. (Paper by Traill and Lill. ) 

June 98 - Review of our data on Spring Gully 
Reservoir nest boxes. 

August 98 - Pheromones and mammal 
behaviour- especially in rabbits and possums. 
September 98 - Tree hollows and their use by 
possums and gliders. (A review of recent 
literature by Rowston 1998, and several other 
papers) 


Office Bearers for the year to September 1999 
were elected. They are: 

Chairman - John Guley, Vice Chairman - John 
Burtonclay, Secretary - Bill Holsworth, 
Property Officer - Maurie Lewis. 


Please Note: 


There will be no meeting of the Mammal 
Study Group in October. 


Partnerships Project 
Community and Local Government working 
together 


‘Making Partnerships Work 
between local government, community 
and the media’ 


is the title of a one-day conference at 


Campaspe Downs, Kyneton on 
Saturday October 24. 9.30am - 5.30pm. 


The conference is aimed at people from the 
community who have worked or want to work 
in partnership with their council. Some people 
do not have good experiences in this 
department. The conference will explore issues 
like: 

- What helps and what hinders partnerships 
between local councils and community. 

- Convincing councils that healthy partnerships 
are not only possible but contribute to better 
government. : 

- factors that contribute to an effective 
relationship between the community and the 
media and the council and the media. 


People are encouraged to contribute to the 
conference their experiences with such 
partnerships on a survey form (with the editor, 
if you are interested). Other contributions are 
also welcome, e.g. talk, poster etc. 


This is an opportunity to meet others who are 
frustrated wit their council and to hear how other 
councils listen to their community. 


This project is organised by the Victorian Local 
Governance Association and the Stegley 
Foundation. 

The coordinator of the partnership project is 
Karen Alexander. Her telephone/fax number is 
03 59684651 

or e-mail kalexander@peg.apc.org 


Please ring Sabine Wilkens (54432797) if you 
want a copy of the survey or the registration 
form for this conference. 


Tang Tang Wildlife Reserve 


On Monday 31 August 1998 an on-site meeting 
was held at Tang Tang about the future grazing 
regime and future management of the reserve. 


Present were Rhonda Bullock (Parks Victoria), 
Andrea Kelleher and Peter Morison, (NRE), 
Rod Orr (BFNC), John Grylls, Margery Fenton 
nee Grylls, Gwenyth Martin nee Grylls. 


The meeting was held as John Grylls senior 
who had the grazing licence has passed away. 
The Grylls family which have a long history 
with the Tang are still very interested in the 
future management. 
Through discussions it was determined that it 
had only been grazed by cattle for the last 15 
years, prior to this it was mainly sheep with 
cattle at various times. 


Issues identified as future works being required 

are as follows: 

- a comprehensive fox control program 

- a weed control program for wild lettuce, 
celery, buttercup, patterson’s curse, thistles, 
bathurst burr. 

- Front fence in disrepair, needs replacing 


The general consensus was to remove the cattle 
and leave Tang Tang without grazing for a 
couple of years and then survey to determine an 
appropriate grazing regime with sheep. 


It was also decided that there is a lot of interest 
in the Tang and that an informal ‘Friends’ group 
could be established, including any of the Grylls 
family, Bendigo Field Naturalists and other 
interested members of the public. There could 
be a once a year get-together at the Tang for a 
weed pull and walk around and picnic lunch. 


Sunday 22 November 1998 is the date for 
this year’s get-together. You need to bring 
chairs, rugs and a picnic lunch. 

llam - 3pm. 


Contact Rod Orr (54435668) for further details. 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 JULY 1998 


GENERAL ACCOUNT — INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS | EXPENDITURE 
Membership 3,362.50 Whirrakee Production 1,554.75 
Subscription 90.00 Whirrakee Postage 387.21 
Supper 61.25 Hall Cleaning 400.00 
Sales 9.00 Projector 399.00 
Donations 35.00 Projector Hire 20.00 
Interest 390.59 Global Position Bird Group 299.00 
Wildflower Show 267.60 Subscriptions | 482.00 - 
Grant- Garden 1,244.95 Insurance 483.50 
DNRE- Grant 110.00 Auditor 100.00 
Stationery and Printing 230.80 
5,570.89 
Hall Repairs 117.95 
Garden Project 269.00 
Library Books 15.00 
Bank Charges 22.55 


Miscellanous: 
Incorporation fees 32.00 
Slides library 40.00 


Advertising 83.70 155.70 
4,591.46 

Publication Account 5000.00 Surplus for Year 5,979.43 
Transfer pa ————e 

-310,570.89 $10,570.89 
Bank Balance at 1* August 1997 Bank Balance at 31 July 1998 
Cheque A/c 855.83 Cheque A/c 1,835.26 
Term Deposit 8,972.95 Term Deposit 13,972.95 
Surplus for Year 5,979.43 

$15,808.21 $15,808.21 


| have examined the documents and records supporting the about statements of receipts 
and expenditures and | am able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts and 
expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transaction that have taken place in the bank 
account of Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. during the financial year ended 31 July 1998. 


D .D.Wright C.P.A. 


Auditor 13/8/98 


10 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR YEAR ENDED 31 


JULY 1998 
MEETING HALL ACCOUNT 
Receipts Expenditure 
Hall Hire E 3,495.00 Hall Hire 3,191.00 
Bank interest .89 Cleaner 246.55 
Repairs 18.46 
Bank Charges 6.62 
Surplus for Year meso Se 


$3,495.89 


Bank Balance at 1 August 1997 


Cheque a/c 231.41 
Surplus for year 33.26 
$264.67 


$3,495.89 


Bank Balance at 31* July 1998 


Cheque a/c 264.67 


$ 264.67 


| have examined the documents and records supporting the above statements of receipts 
and expenditures and | am able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts and 
expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have taken place in the bank 
Accounts of the Bendigo Field naturalists Club Inc. during the financial year ended 31% 


July 1998. 
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‘D.D.Wright C.P.A. 


Auditor 13/8/98 


Statement of Receipts and expenditures for the year ended 31 July 1998 


Publication Account - Investment Account 
Receipts Expenditures 
Sales: Bank Charges 11.34 


Transfer to term deposit 
; In general account. 
Wildflowers of Bendigo 832.20 $5000.00 


Eucalypts of Bendigo 492.70 
Birds of Bendigo 720.45 
Orchids of Bendigo 681.45 
General sales (Books) 302.00 
Interest 899.94 
Postage 1.80 
Donation 3.50 
Deficit for year 1077.30 
5011.34 $5011.34 
Bank Balance at 1 August 1997 Bank Balance at 31 July 1998 
Cheque account 5196.78 Cheque account - 4119.48 
Term Deposit 14556.8 Term Deposit 14556.84 
Deficit for year 1077.30 
419753 62 $19753 63 


| have examined the documents and records supporting the above mentioned 
Statements of receipts and expenditures and | am _ able to report that in my opinion the statement of receipts and 
expenditures as shown, fairly reflects the transactions that have taken place in the bank accounts of the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc. during the financial year ended 31 July 1998. 


D.D.Wright 


Auditor 
C.P.A. 
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BFNC Excursions planned for the 
remainder of 1998 


October: Sunday 18th, all day 

Terricks and Kamarooka State 
Parks (northern grasslands flora) 
Please note early departure time of 9am. 


Details below. 


November: Weekend, 14th/15th, two days 
Campout in the Pyrenees State 
Forest 

December: Sunday 13th, all day 


Social event at Jack Ipsen’s, Lyal 
Glen 


OCTOBER EXCURSION 


DATE: Sunday 18 October 


LENGTH: Whole day 


LEADER: Rod Orr 

MEETING PLACE AND TIME 

9.00am at clubrooms at Golden Square. 

This early time is necessary in view of the 
distance involved. 

To cut down on vehicles we will organise car 
pooling. 


LOCATIONS 

1. Terrick Terrick State Park 

2. Terrick Terrick State Park extension of 1200 
ha. Last year we were not able to gain access 
but this problem should have been sorted out by 
now. 

3. Returning via either Hunter Flora Reserve or 
Kamarooka State Park (north-east section). 


SUBJECT 

Grasslands of the northern plains. 

This will follow on from the talk at the October 
general meeting by Tim Barlow on the ecology 
of the northern grasslands. 

Last year’s excursion was a great success - the 
plants of this area can be spectacular. 


DISTANCE 
Round Trip of 150 to 190 km depending on the 
return route. 


PLEASE BRING 

warm clothing (in case of strong winds) 
walking shoes or boots 

lunch and other refreshments 

binoculars and field guides 


LIABILITY 

Every person participating in a BFNC 
activity does so as a volunteer in all 
respects and as such accepts full 
responsibility for any injury to 
himself/herself however incurred. The 
Association, its office bearers, organisers 


and leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of any injury, loss or 
damage suffered by the participant whilst 
engaged in and BFNC activity. 


Box-Ironbark Ecology Course 
26th — 30th October 1998 


Warrenmang — Pyrenees Ranges 


This course is advertised for landmanagers, 
educators, naturalists, landholders, local 
government and those interested in better 
understanding the ecology of our unique Box- 
Ironbark country. 

The course is a response to the growing interest 
in Box-Ironbark forests and woodlands and will 
bring together some leading researchers and 
experts to share up to date knowledge and 
thinking about this landscape in change. The 
program will be field based and emphasise 
ecological understanding and techniques that 
improve observations and data collection skills 


of participants. 


Topics covered during the course will 

include: 

- Distribution and history of the Box-Ironbark, 
including Koori and post settlement impacts. 

- Soils, geomorphology and vegetation 
communities. 

- Flora and fauna of the region - how to search 
for and identify the plants, reptiles, birds, 
mammals that inhabit Box-Ironbark country. 

- Ecological interactions between plants and 
animals, including vegetation dynamics in the 
understorey. 


Specialist presentations will include: 

- Box-Ironbark invertebrate fauna, 

- Effects of fire and hollows use by fauna, 

- Research skills and project planning, 

- Landholders attitudes and management issues. 


A deposit of $200 must be paid on application, 
the full cost of the course is $ 550. 


Please direct enquiries to Di Marshall, 


DNRE Flora and Fauna branch ph. 9 4124608. 


email:d.marshall @nre.vic.gov.au 

or Gayl Morrow, DNRE Creswick Landcare 
Centre. ph. 53452200 , 
email:pkevin @netconnect.com.au 

You can also find out more via the Landcare 
Centre website at 
http://users.netconnect.com.au/~gpark/ 
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Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


14 OCTOBER Northern Plains 

Grassland Ecology — Terrick Terrick State Park. 

Speaker: Tim Barlow, Grassy Ecosystem 
Project Officer, Victorian 
National Parks Association 


11 NOVEMBER President’s Address: 
“The Journey So Far” 


Speaker: Jane Cleary 


The excursion on Sunday 18th October 
will be to the Terricks and Kamarooka State 
Parks to see the northern grasslands flora. 
Please note early departure time of 9am. 
Details on page 13. 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday October 2, 7.30pm 
Geoff Barrett from ‘Birds Australia’ will talk 
about the “Birds on Farms” project. 


Friday, November 6, 7.30pm 
Margaret Cameron will speak about bird 
watching in Southern Africa. 


Friday, December 4, 7.30pm 

David Baker-Gabb from ‘Birds Australia’ will 
speak about Gluepot Station, a new 
conservation area which was purchased recently 
by the organisation. 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 
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Please Note: 
There will be no meeting of the Mammal 
Study Group in October. 


Other Events 


V.F.N.C.A Spring Campout — 
October 16-18th 1998. | 
Warrnambool Field Naturalists Club 


The following activities are planned: 


Friday 16th, 7.00pm: Archie Graham 
Centre. Registration: $5.00. Slides, Supper. 
or Griffith Island, Port Fairy to view 
Mutton Birds. 


Saturday 17th, 8.45am: Day Trip, Bus 
$10.00. Childers Cove area 

1.00pm: Illidge Sanctuary. BYO Lunch 
3.30pm: Hopkins Falls 

5 — 6pm: V.F.N.C.A. meeting 

6.45pm: 40th Birthday Dinner. $12.00 
Guest Speaker, Supper 


Sunday 18th, 9am: Tower Hill or Killarney 

Beach 

1.00pm: B.B.Q. in private native garden. 
$3.00 


All activities from or at Archie Graham Centre, 
Timor Street. 
R.S.V.P. 1st October 1998 (with payment). 


J.Shanahan 


Secretary: 
P.O. 705, Warrnambool 3280. 


Box-Ironbark Ecology Course 
26th — 30th October 1998 
Warrenmang — Pyrenees Ranges 


for details see page 14. 


